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of the shareholders, was in the nature of a dress rehearsal.
The details of confrontation had to be arranged, and
Soames was chiefly concerned with seeing that a certain
impersonality should be preserved. He was entirely
against disclosure of the fact that young Butterfield's story'
and Elderson's letter had been confided to himself. The
phrase to be used should be a " member of the Board."
He saw no need for anything further. As for explanations,
they would fall, of course, to the chairman and the senior
director, Lord Fontenoy. He found, however, that the
Board thought he himself was the right person to bring
the matter forward. No one else—they said—could supply
the personal touch, the necessary conviction ; the chair-
man should introduce the matter briefly., then call on
Soames to give the evidence within his knowledge. Lord
Fontenoy was emphatic.
" It's up to you, Mr. Forsyte. If it hadn't been for you,
Elderson would be sitting there to-day. From beginning
to end you put the wind up him ; and I wish the deuce you
hadn't. The whole thing's a confounded nuisance. He was
a very clever fellow, and we shall miss him. Our new man
isn't a patch on him. If he did take a few thou, under the
rose, he took 'em off the Huns."
Old guinea-pig !    Soames replied, acidly :
" And the quarter of a million he's lost the share-
holders, for the sake of those few thou. ? Bagatelle, I
suppose ? "
" Well, it might have turned out a winner ; for the first
year it did. We all back losers sometimes."
Soames looked from face to face. They did not support
this blatant attitude, but in them all, except perhaps c Old
Mont's,' he felt a grudge against-himself. Their expressions
seemed to say : * Nothing of this sort ever happened till
you came on the Board.' He had disturbed their comfort,

